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# COLLECTING A SPECIMEN FOR A WOUND CULTURE                  (Partner Check-Off) 
 

   

I	acknowledge	I	have	physically	practiced	and	successfully	learned	the	following	skill(s):	
	
Student:	____________________________________________________Date:	_____________________________ 

           

 

    P1 P2 P3    Comments 
        

        

 

1. Verified the health care provider’s orders.        

 

2. Gathered the necessary equipment and supplies.        

 

3. Performed hand hygiene.        

 

4. Provided for the patient’s privacy.        

 

5. Introduced self to the patient and family.        

 

6. Identified the patient using two identifiers.        

 

7. Assessed the patient for signs and symptoms of infection.        

 

8. Asked the patient to rate his or her pain at the wound site.        

 

9. Applied clean gloves. Removed the old dressing, and assessed it for exudate 
and drainage. Folded the soiled sides of the dressing together, and disposed 
of it in the appropriate receptacle. 

       

 

10. Removed gloves and applied sterile gloves for wound assessment.        

 

11. Assessed the wound by looking for swelling, separation at the edges of the 
wound, inflammation, and drainage. 

       

 

12. Cleansed the area around the wound edges with an antiseptic swab, moving 
from the edges outward. Wiped away all of the old exudate. 

       

 

13. Discarded the swab, and removed and disposed of soiled gloves in the 
appropriate receptacle. Performed hand hygiene. 

       

 

14. Opened the packages containing the sterile culture tube and dressing 
supplies. Applied a new set of sterile gloves. 

       

 

15. Obtained sample for culture: 

a. For an aerobic culture: Removed the swab from the culture tube, 
gently inserted the tip of the swab into the wound in an area of fresh 
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drainage, and gently rotated the swab. Returned the swab to the 
culture tube. 

b. For anaerobic culture: Removed swab from the special anaerobic 
culture tube. Inserted the swab deeply into the draining body cavity, 
and gently rotated the swab. Withdrew the swab and returned it to 
the culture tube. [alternate method] Inserted the tip of a syringe, 
without a needle, into the wound and aspirated 5 to 10 mL of 
exudate. Then attached a transfer device to the syringe, expelled all 
of the air, and injected the drainage into an anaerobic culture tube. 

 

16. Labeled each specimen tube and verified information in front of the patient.        

 

17. Noted on label when patient was receiving antibiotics.        

 

18. Placed the specimen in a biohazard bag. Removed gloves and disposed of 
them properly. 

       

 

19. Performed hand hygiene.        

 

20. Applied clean or sterile gloves as appropriate, and cleaned the patient’s 
wound as required by the health care provider’s order. 

       

 

21. Applied a new dressing as appropriate.        

 

22. Removed and disposed of the used gloves and soiled supplies in the 
appropriate receptacle, according to agency policy. Performed hand hygiene. 

       

 

23. Helped the patient into a comfortable position, and placed toiletries, call light, 
and personal items within reach. 

       

 

24. Sent the specimen to the laboratory immediately.        

 

25. Raised the appropriate number of side rails and lowered the bed to the 
lowest position. 

       

 

26. Documented and reported the patient’s response and expected or 
unexpected outcomes.  

       

 

S = Satisfactory    U = Unsatisfactory    NP = Not Performed  *=Must Perform to Pass 

                                                                                                          
By signing below I acknowledge that I witnessed the skill performed and the student successfully passed the skill. 
 
Practice 1: Evaluator:_____________________________ Signature:_____________________________ 
Practice 2:  Evaluator:_____________________________ Signature:_____________________________ 
FINAL Student Evaluator:____________________________ Signature:___________________________ 
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